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After I had been some time in Scotland, I mentioned t<» him in a letter that 'On my first return to my native country, after some years of absence, I was told of a vast number of my acquaintance who were all gone to the law! of forgetfulncss, and I found myself like a man stalking over a field of battle, who every moment perceives some one ly, ing dead.' I complained of irresolution, and mentioned my having made a vow as a security for good conduct. I wrote to him again, without being able to move his indolence ; nor did I hear from him till he had received a copy of my inaugural Exercise, or Thesis in Civil Law, which I pub-lishcd at my admission as an Advocate, as is the custom in Scotland. He then wrote to me as follows:
'To JAMKS HOSWKU., Kstj. ' DEAR SIR,
'The reception of your Thesis put me in mind of my debt tu you. Why did you #*#*#*#*•***#*•'. I \vill punish y<»tt for it, by telling you that your Latin wants correction''. In the
1 The passage omitted alluded to a private tr;mswti<m.    Mir,\vi-i.t., 'J This censure of rny Latin relates to the Detlirution, which wan tt-i follows :
VIUO  NOlUI.ISHIMo, OKNATISSlMn,
JOANNI,
VKIKl'OMlTl   MUUNTSTUAUT,
ATAV1S   KtHTO   KI-UJIM'S EXCKLSVH   FAMII.I/K  DK   HUTK  sj.f.,(   AI.ri'U.K;
r.AHKN'TK SKCtM.o,
QtniM   HOMJNKS   NUl.t.lt'S  <H<I<;iN(.s
OKNMS /!-X)UAUK  OIM1IUS  AOOUKDU.'N'rt'tJ,
SANtilMNlS ANTIOUJ   KT  iJ.IJJSJ'Uls
HKMPKH   MKMiiHI,
NATALIUM  Sl'I.KNlHiRKM   VIK'ntTtllt.'S   AtMH-iNM; AO  I'UULtt'A  I'Ol'UI.I   fuMITJA
JAM   I,K<!ATu;
IN OPTIMATIUM  V'KKU  MA(5N,-K   HRITANNM-: SKN'ATU,
JUKK   n/KRKfUTAUlU,
OI.IM  {'ON.SIvSSt'Ud I
VIM INS1TAM VAKIA   IHHTKtKA   I'ROMOVKNTK, NKU TAMKN  SK  V'KN'JJJTAK I'M, ;
IK* {.{inning, by the sequestered place of his abode, to the observation of few, though his prudence and virtue would have made it valuable to all who could have known it.—These few particulars, which I knew myself, or have obtained from those who lived with him, may afford instruction, and be an incentive to that wise art of living, which he so successfully practised.' BOSWELL.
